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tis one year since | edited my first

issue of the IOFOS Newsletter in

December 2023, and it seems only
yesterday that | did so!

And it has been a momentous year for
the IOFOS, as you will see in the
President’s message. Indeed, the
IOFOS President
Prof. Cristiana
Palmela Pereira has
been criss-crossing
the globe and has a
large footprint,
responsible for a lot
of the developments
that have occurred
in 2024. And she has
taken a lot of
interestin
showcasing these
milestones in this issue of the
Newsletter. These relate to academic
programmes and meetings, standards
and quality maintenance and
enhancement, and current trends in
research and development in the field
of forensic odontology (the Newsletter
includes conferences that concluded
just a few days before going to press!).
The e-Symposium organised by the
IOFOS earlier in December 2024
perhaps best reflects this. It showcased
diverse research integrating artificial
intelligence (Al) and machine learning
in forensic odontology from presenters
young and experienced and
representing multiple continents.
Speaking of Al, | must disclose that |
have used online generative Al tools
(Microsoft Copilot) to paraphrase one
sentence each in two contributions

submitted to this issue of Newsletter.
This is a first for me. While | take some
pride in my ability to write in the
English language (of which | am not a
native speaker)—be they research
papers, textbook contributions, or
volumes of self-study reports for my
institution’s accreditation, to name a
few, | was
impressed by the
generative Al tool’s
ability to
contextualise the
sentences in
question. The two
statements/
sentences are
indicated by the
‘sparkles’ icon (%)
where they appear.

As customary, | invite you to
reciprocate and share your forensic
odontology experience with the IOFOS
community by preparing meeting
reports and other texts. Your
contributions for the June 2025 issue
of the IOFOS newsletter should be
emailed by 31 May, 2025. They should
be in MS Word (max. 800 words and
three images). Details available below
in Instruction for Authors.

And lastly, | wish to add a note on
festive seasons in the weeks gone-by
and upcoming. October was when
many in India had their major festivals.
As it concluded, the focus turned to the
forthcoming principal festive season
for many others around the world! So,
here’s wishing all celebrating a Happy
Christmas, and a wonderful 2025!
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Instruction for Authors

IOFOS Newsletter is published biannually in June and December.
Contributions should be sent by e-mail to newsl-editor@iofos.eu before the
first day of the month of publication. All contributions should be in English
as Microsoft Word documents (max. 800 words, and up to three images).

Do not include images within the text. If any, images should be at the end
of the text. Images should be numbered and have legends. Indicate in the
text where the respective image should be placed. Author name(s),
organisation/institution affiliation, city and country, with e-mail address
must be included. All information about forensic dentistry such as meeting
reports, news from national societies, forensic activity reports, upcoming
forensic meeting announcements, etc. from IOFOS members/member
societies, as well as from other contributors, are welcome. If you wish to be
included on the IOFOS mailing list and receive the Newsletter by e-mail,
please write to the above e-mail address. Thank you!
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ear IOFOS members, dear

readers, dear colleagues and

dear friends, welcome to the

December 2024 edition of the
IOFOS Newsletter. | hope this
newsletter finds everyone enjoying this
Christmas season.

As we approach the end
of another year, we
reflect on the significant
developments and
activities in the field of
Forensic Odontology. This
year has been marked by
notable advancements,
ongoing research, and
valuable contributions to
the global community of
forensic professionals.

In this edition of the Newsletter, we
have focused on highlighting the most
important events and updates, based
on the reports we have received from
around the world. Our goal is to keep
the content concise and relevant,
providing you with the key takeaways
from a busy year in forensic
odontology.

We hope this summary helps you stay
informed about the latest trends and
accomplishments within the field, and
we look forward to continuing to share
knowledge and innovations in the year
ahead.

In the last six months, | personally
attended several conferences where |
was invited by national societies of
Forensic Odontology. | was a guest of
the 16th Brazilian Congress of Forensic
Odontology (CBOL) that took place in
November in the northeast of Brazil. |
was honoured by the Brazilian National
Society of Forensic Odontology (ABOL),
in the name of the past President Prof.
Edgard Michel Crosato with the award

Honorary Member of ABOL. The
scientific meeting was highly. The
northeast of Brazil is a beautiful place,
and |l invite you all to visit. | arrived in
the city of Aracaju (the conference
venue) in the weekend of Pre-Caju,
which is a pre-carnival party of the city.
My last note related to this meeting is

Er— to congratulate the
new President of
ABOL, Prof. Jamily
Musse.

Another significant
scientific event was
the 33rd Congress
of the Portuguese
Dental Association
(OMD) in Lisbon,
also in November.
This year, the
scientific session on Forensic
Odontology featured Professor Herman
Bernitz, who conducted a highly
successful hands-on workshop titled
“Understanding Bite Marks: From
Evidence Collection to Final Analysis,”
followed by a three-hour lecture on
“The Correct Forensic Approach to the
Misunderstood Science of Bite Marks”.
| would like to acknowledge and
congratulate Professor Bernitz for his
outstanding work and contribution.

In October, | attended a conference
related to the ISO/TC 106 terminology
document: Vocabulary for source
conclusion for human identification by
dental evidence. During the conference
| gave several forensic examples of
human identification by dental
evidence and applied the
nomenclature for the conclusion of
identification.

Last but not least, regarding scientific
invitations, | would like to express my
gratitude to INPAFO (Indo-Pacific
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Academy of Forensic Odontology) for
the honor of inviting me as a speaker at
their 10th Conference in December.
My first words are of sincere thanks. |
would like to extend my appreciation
to Dr. Narayana Prasad, President of
the Congress, and to all members of
the Organizing Committee. Equally
important is the scientific work
accomplished by INPAFO. As President
of IOFQS, | am pleased to welcome the
newly elected President, Dr. Rakesh
Gorea. | would also like to offer my
heartfelt thanks to Dr. S. Karpagavalli,
Organizing Secretary of the 10th
INPAFO Conference, for all the support
provided in the preparation of the
international speakers.

In this conference my lecture was
related to Forensic Odontology in 2024
and Artificial Intelligence and I1SO
standards titled Artificial Intelligence in
Forensic Odontology: Balancing
Forensic Odontologist Expertise and
Machine Intelligence. My lecture
provided an in-depth examination of
key definitions and classifications of
artificial intelligence (Al) systems, with
a particular emphasis on the critical
role of datasets in training Al
applications within the field of forensic
odontology. It explored how the
diversity and quality of data influenced
the accuracy, reliability, and
generalizability of Al algorithms which,
in turn, affected their forensic
applications and outcomes. The session
also addressed recent advancements in
Generative Al (GenAl) and its
transformative potential for forensic
odontology, while discussing the
opportunities and challenges posed by
multimodal Al technologies.
Furthermore, the session delved into
the specific application of Al in dental
imaging, stressing the importance of
data annotations and established
criteria to optimize the accuracy and
dependability of Al systems. The

discussion also highlighted the
challenges of adapting Al models
trained on heterogeneous datasets for
broader forensic odontology use.

The IOFOS Education Program during
the past year has been exceptional.
Within the ongoing development of
forensic odontology education, | would
like to highlight the e-Symposium
‘Artificial Intelligence: Where Are We in
Forensic Odontology?’ Further details
of this event are available on the IOFOS
website for review. It was a remarkable
component of the 2024 educational
program, which included significant
initiatives such as the IOFOS
International Courses on Human
Identification and Age Estimation. We
now look ahead to the 2025 IOFOS
International Courses, with registration
details also available on the IOFOS
website and this issue of Newsletter. |
encourage all members to register for
these outstanding courses, which will
include the IOFQOS proficiency test.

In addition, IOFOS is pleased to
announce the inclusion of two new
member organizations: the Italian
Academy of Legal and Forensic
Dentistry (OL-F) and the Japanese
Society of Forensic Dental Science
(JSFDS). We extend a warm welcome to
both associations as new members of
IOFOS.

IOFOS was founded on the principles of
professionalism, collaboration, and the
shared goal of advancing the field of
forensic odontology. As President, |
remain committed to continuing this
legacy, ensuring that we, as members,
work together to propel the
organization forward. We look forward
to the upcoming year, and | would like
to express my sincere gratitude for
your continued involvement. Please
stay tuned for further updates on
National Society news.
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As we reflect on the year gone by, we
are grateful for the continued growth
of our community and the dedication
of all IOFOS members in advancing the
field of forensic odontology.

May this festive season bring you

peace, joy, and success in all your :

endeavors. Wishing you a Merry dot =Sem ...-W‘,!Mgml
Christmas and a prosperous and Happy : i 1 15 1§ O Y
New Year, filled with health, happiness, o
and new achievements. Happy '

Holidays.
Looking forward to seeing you again.

Warmest regards.
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IOFOS Annual Report Meeting, December 2024

he IOFOS Executive Board Meeting,

presided over by Prof. Cristiana

Palmela Pereira, was held virtually on

December 7, 2024, from 1:00 to 1:45
PM CET. Representatives from 19 national
forensic odontology societies participated
(Fig. 1), while seven were absent.

The meeting commenced with a formal
greeting, confirmation of quorum, and
unanimous approval of the proposed
agenda, presented by Marin Vodanovic.

In her President’s Report (Fig. 2), Prof.
Cristiana Palmela Pereira highlighted
significant achievements, including
registering IOFOS as an NGO, opening an
official bank account, and recognition as a
liaison in TC106 Dentistry by ISO. She also
noted the successful organization of
international courses on age estimation and
human identification, the launch of the
IOFOS education section on the website,
and the implementation of policies for
event patronage. Expansion of IOFOS
membership included new societies from

Italy and Japan, while ongoing
collaborations with international forensic
science organizations were emphasized as
future priorities.

The Treasury Report, delivered by Prof.
Hrvoje Brki¢, detailed the transition of funds
to the new IOFOS bank account, with a total
balance of €34,248.89. Major expenses
included legal registration and website
development, while income came from
membership fees and workshop revenues.
The report was approved without
objections.

Prof. Vilma Pinchi presented the Editorial
Report for the Journal of Forensic Odonto-
Stomatology (JFOS), outlining the
implementation of new editorial policies
and board members to align with Clarivate
standards. The journal has seen growth in
citations and downloads and has been
submitted for impact factor recognition.

Dr. Ashith Acharya delivered the Newsletter
Report, updating members on the biannual

Salem Altalie’s i...

Figure 1: Representative of member societies of IOFOS from around the world attended the
annual meeting organized virtually.
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newsletter, which features global held in late 2025 and reminding members
contributions and content summaries. The to update their contact details. A group
report was accepted unanimously. photo was taken for documentation

purposes, and the meeting adjourned on
Prof. Cristiana Palmela Pereira concluded time with positive feedback for its efficient
the meeting with closing remarks, organization.

announcing that the next meeting will be

The
International
Qrganization for
Forensic
Odonto-Stomatology

1.0.F.0.5. Executive Board Annual Report 2024
DATE: Saturday, December 71, 2024
TIME: 1.00 pm Central European Time (CET).

Duration: until 1:45 pm Central European Time (CET)

President’s Report for Annual Meeting of
IOFOS

(September 2023 until December 2024)

Professor Cristiana Palmela Pereira

Figure 2: The IOFOS President presented a report on work done and new developments since
taking office in September 2023.
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15th Annual Meeting of SOFIA, and 2nd International
Congress of Forensic Odontology, Pucon, Chile,

July-August 2024

he Sociedad de
Odontoestomatdlogos Forenses
Iberoamericanos (SOFIA) [Ibero-
American Society of Forensic
Odonto-Stomatologists] has been
committed for several years to
integrating itself globally, adhering to
the standards and best practices
recommended by the International
Organization for Forensic Odonto-
Stomatology (IOFOS). With more than
170 members from 21 countries, SOFIA
has implemented a robust policy of
international linkage for 15 years,
considering that only through
collaboration among colleagues
worldwide can standardization and
quality assurance in processes and
practices be achieved. From July 30 to
August 2, 2024, SOFIA convened its
15th Annual Meeting in Pucén city,
located in southern Chile. The meeting
was hosted by the University of La
Frontera, and was patronaged by
IOFOS. Pucédn, a town encompassed by
lakes, forests, and volcanoes with
significant tourist activity, provided an
optimal setting for receiving forensic
odontologists, professionals, students
and enthusiasts from all Latin America.

The first two days were dedicated to
the Workshop titled “Use of the
PlassData System for Forensic
Identification,” which was conducted
by the renowned Tore Solheim (Fig. 1),
Professor Emeritus of the University of
Oslo (Norway), in collaboration with
Gabriel M. Fonseca, Associate
Professor of the University of La
Frontera. The workshop was attended
by professionals from Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, the Dominican
Republic, and Chile (Fig. 2). Participants
accessed and worked with PlassData,
and through a disaster simulation and
previous case experiences of the
lecturers, the workshop assessed not
only the knowledge of dental
identification according to INTERPOL
parameters but also the management
models for such events in accordance
with current standards and
recommendations. Professor Solheim’s
expertise, charisma, and leadership
were undoubtedly instrumental in the
success of the activity, inspiring
attendees to solve by common needs
worldwide.

Figure 1: Prof. Tore Solheim of Norway seen here conducting the workshop.

10
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During the afternoon of July 31, the
SOFIA Annual Assembly was held with
exclusive attendance of members.
After the reports provided by the
Board and the scopes proposed by the
different national representations, the
election of the new board was held,
which was made up of Lourdes Gomez
(President), Lourdes Maldonado (Vice-
President), Gabriel M. Fonseca
(Secretary) and Lidia Bravo (Treasurer),
re-elected for a new period, but with
all the enthusiasm as always. The
closing of the assembly was with the
decision of the 16th Annual Meeting to
be held in 2025 in the city of Asuncién
(Paraguay).

The 15th annual meeting was held on
August 1 and 2. Chile is a country
highly susceptible to natural disasters;
consequently, the meeting primarily
focused on forensic identification, with
the four elements of nature defining
the thematic areas for each of the
blocks: Air, with lectures by Gabriel
Fonseca (from Argentina/Chile:
“Standards in Forensic Dentistry: A
reflection on Aerocaribbean flight 883,
2010") and José Luis Ramos (from
Chile, “Aviation events: international
and national administrative and
forensic processes”); Fire, with lectures
by Denisse Lagos (from Chile, “Forensic
identification in the Valparaiso 2024
fire: Dentistry in a complex case”) and
Ana Amarilla (from Paraguay, “Yqud
Bolafos: lessons learned 20 years after
the catastrophe”); Earth, with lectures
by Lourdes Gémez (from the
Dominican Republic, “Dental
anthropological study of archaic
human remains found in Samand,
Dominican Republic”) and Lidia Bravo
(from Chile, “With our feet on the
ground, let’s talk about Al”; and finally
Water, with the main lecture by Prof.
Tore Solheim (from Norway,

“Identifications after the 2004 tsunami
in Thailand, and identification after
massive disasters”). This event also
provided an opportunity for oral
presentations and posters, among
which the following received awards:
“FBI and identification by lip prints:
Review of a canon case”, oral
presentation by Katherine Campos
(Chile), and “Teaching Legal and
Forensic Dentistry at the
undergraduate level: Review based on
a Chilean experience”, poster
presented by student Paulina Guzman-
Mella (Chile).

The recreational activities included a
visit to the Araucania Volcanological
Center (CIVUR-399), a permanent
exhibition at the seat of the
Universidad de la Frontera, considering
that Pucdn is located at the base of the
Villarrica volcano, one of the most
active volcanoes in South America.
Additionally, participants visited the
“Termas Geométricas” [Geometric Hot
Springs], comprising sixty thermal
water sources and 18 pools situated
within native forests in the Villarrica
National Park. The social interactions
were as significant and engaging as the
academic proceedings, since SOFIA
brings together not only colleagues but
also friends with strong ties since its
foundation.

The 15th Annual Meeting of SOFIA
presented a renewed opportunity to
reaffirm the commitment of Latin
American forensic odontologists to
pursue quality standards, international
background and, most importantly, to
adhere the best practices in assisting
justice. The next meeting will be held in
September 2025 in the city of
Asuncidn, where the integration of
scientific discourse and professional
camaraderie will continue.

11
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34th Conference of the French Association of Forensic
Odontology - AFIO, October 2024

he AFIO meeting was organised

from 2nd to 4th of October

2024 at the Dental University in

Nantes (Fig. 1). Within this
university, forensic odontology is
taught for post-graduate students in
expert practices.

On the first pre-congress day, two
workshops were organised. One was
on photographic techniques carried
out during bite-mark pattern analysis
(Fig. 2) while the other focused on
expert techniques for assessing
personal injury damages. They were
both very successful.

The second day of the conference was
dedicated to odontological
identification with the following items:
forensic anthropology, historical cases
of identification, research in forensic
odontology, case reports, descriptive
studies, identification of
unknown/missing, DVI exercises, and
last identification missions of disaster
victims.

We had the pleasure of welcoming
several speakers and delegates from
different countries, as well as Colonel
Laurent Chartier, Deputy Director of
the Forensic Sciences Institute of the
French Gendarmerie, and Professor
fact = Renaud Clement,
Director of the Nantes
Forensic Institute.

Gweénola Drogou Saout,
President of AFIO had

Figure 1: University Of Odontology Nantes.

the great honour of

The first day of the plenary conference

was devoted to several subjects:

e Intra-family violence, the role of
the dental surgeon in identifying
oral and dental signs and providing
his expertise to victims. This theme
of dealing with domestic violence
was treated in a multidisciplinary
manner with the intervention of a
lawyer, a midwife coordinator of
violence against women, a lawyer,
dental surgeons, an attorney, a
psychologist, and police
representative

e Responsibility and professional
ethics when managing emergencies
in the office

e Loss of implant in expertise: fault or
hazard

receiving the Gosta
Gustafson Prize from Professor
Ridiger Lessig, President of AKFOS

(Fig. 3).

Apart from the scientific aspects of the
congress, the social events were very
festive. On the evening of 2nd October
dinner was arranged in a restaurant on
lle Feydeau, the historic centre of
Nantes from the 18th century. The
following day at lunch, Professor Gilles
Amador—university professor
responsible for teaching the 3rd cycle
of forensic odontology—organised a
tasting of Muscadet (a white wine
from the Nantes region), which was
widely appreciated. Finally, the gala
dinner organised on a barge on the
Loire was memorable. Quiz,
photobooth and music that took the
participants to the dance floor!

13
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Figure 3: Gosta Gustafson Award presented to Gwénola Drogou by Rudiger Lessig (left), and the AFIO Council Board.
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ISO/Technical Committee 106 - Dentistry Meeting:
Forensic Odontology and IOFOS as Liaison, New

Orleans, USA, October 2024

he 60th 1SO/Technical

Committee (TC) 106 — Dentistry

Meeting was organized in New

Orleans, USA, from October 12
to 16, 2024 (Fig. 1). The 60th Plenary
meeting took place on October 16th
2024, and Chairperson Gottfried
Schmalz welcomed delegates. The
meeting was attended by 159
delegates from 15 P-member
countries (Australia, Canada, China,
Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Korea [Republic of], Portugal, Saudi
Arabia, Switzerland, Thailand, United
Kingdom, and United States) and 1 O-
member country (Hong Kong). IOFOS
attended as a Liaison for the first
time.

Katie Lee was the secretariat for the
TC106 last year working with
Gottfried Schmalz. This was the last
plenary meeting under him. Benoit
Soucy (Canada) is the nominated

Figure 1: 1SO/TC106 meeting was in

the beautiful city of New Orleans.

Chair of ISO/TC106 — Dentistry.

At the plenary session (Fig. 2) all sub-
committees presented their
resolutions from the days before. The
sub-committee (SC) that the IOFOS is
Liaison for is the SC 3 Terminology.
Their meeting was on October 14th
2024, and IOFOS was present at SC 3
Terminology as Liaison (Fig. 3). ISO/TC
106/SC 3 agreed to establish a
Category A Liaison with IOFOS. The
Liaison representative is Prof.
Cristiana Palmela Pereira.

Figure 2: Plenary session on 16 October
where project Forensic Odontology as a
new ad hoc group was presented.

In the plenary, the proposal for new
SC on Forensic Odontology proposed
in April 2024 by Prof. Cristiana
Palmela Pereira was evaluated.

Gottfried Schmalz introduced Prof.
Cristiana Palmela Pereira, Portuguese
Head of Delegation and President of
IOFQOS, to discuss her application to
the ISO/TC to create a new SC within
ISO/TC 106 concerning Forensic
Odontology. After Prof. Pereira’s short
presentation, Gottfried explained that
there were a few questions that
remained unanswered and proposed
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that an ad hoc group be created to

answer the following questions:

1. Human resources, including
financial aspects and written
confirmation from supporting NSBs

2. The alignment of the scope of the
new group within the scope of TC
106

3. The relation with other TCs or
groups in this area, preferably by
written confirmation from these
groups, and

4. The relation with other external
groups such as the IOFQOS, Interpol,
Europol, NATO preferably by
written confirmation form these
groups.

I

1SO/TC 106/5C 3
| Terminology

Figure 3: The General Secretary of ISO/TC

106 Katie Lee, IOFOS President Cristiana
Pereira, Chair of the SC 3 Terminology
Benoit Soucy (elected as Chair of the
ISO/TC106), and Secretary of the SC 3 Igor
Minic.

This resolution was passed
unanimously. The resolution 2024-16
reads as follows: ISO/TC 106 resolves
that an ad hoc group is installed with
the aim to further elaborate on the
proposal from Portugal concerning
Forensic Odontology. The group will
be chaired by Benoit Soucy and
representatives from all SCs are
encouraged to engage in the work of

16

the ad hoc working group (Fig. 4).

Special attention shall be directed to:

1. Human resources, including
financial aspects and written
confirmation from supporting
NSBs

2. The alignment of the scope of the
new group within the scope of TC
106

3. The relation with other TCs or
groups in this area, preferably by
written confirmation from these
groups

4. The relation with other external
groups such as the IOFQOS, Interpol,
Europol, NATO preferably by
written confirmation form these
groups, and

5. The ad hoc working group shall
report on the progress of work at
the 2025 ISO/TC 106 Plenary and
propose a strategy for further
development.

Related to this resolution the P-
member countries have an open
ballot until December 30th 2024
(Reference: Call for Experts — ISO/TC
106/AHG 4 — Forensic Odontology). |
invite all national heads of delegates
to vote on this document and
nominate the experts comprising the
group. This is very important for
advancement of Forensic Odontology.

Additionally note that it is important
that all heads of delegation of each
country can vote in the document
ISO/CD 21611, which is open until
January 31st 2025. This is the
document proposed by Portugal
related to Dentistry — Vocabulary for
Source Conclusion for Human
Identification by Dental Evidence. As
President of IOFOS and Head of
Delegation from Portugal | wish to
thank Benoit Soucy for supporting
forensic odontology, first as Chair of
SC3 and now as Chair of ISO/TC 106 —
Dentistry.
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Figure 4: (Clockwise from top left) Working Group 1; Working Group 3;
First day of the meeting with Sharon Stanford, Director of Standards at
American Dental Association (ADA); social dinner in a boat on the
Mississippi river.
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16th Brazilian Meeting of Forensic Odontology,
Aracaiju, Brazil, November 2024

he Brazilian Meeting of Forensic ¢ Following a previous Brazilian Meeting of
Odontology is the largest and Forensic Odontology in Ribeirdo Preto, a

most important conference dedicated session for the Academic

related to Forensic Dentistry in
Brazil and this event has been held on a
biennial basis since 1992. The last
edition of the conference was held in
Aracaju, November 12th — 15th, 2024. the main event in 2024.?,’}

Leagues in Forensic Odontology (2nd
edition), which targeted undergraduate
students, was also organised alongside

The 16th Brazilian Meeting of Forensic
Odontology (in Portuguese, 16°
Congresso Brasileiro de Odontologia
Legal) received around 300 attendees,
60 speakers, and more than 100 poster
and oral presentations during four days
of scientific activities. It was an
amazing moment for updates in
forensic dentistry, as well to meet

friends and colleagues around Brazil e The IOFOS President, Prof. Cristiana
that make the speciality better and Palmela Pereira (Portugal), and Vice-

stronger. President, Prof. Ricardo Henrique Alves
Brazilian Association of Forensic Keynote Speakers in the conference.

Odontology (ABOL) and a local
commission composed by students and
professors, under the coordination of
Prof. Suzana Papile Maciel (Sergipe
Scientific Police and UNIT — Tiradentes
University). A lot of information and
knowledge was shared through
lectures as well as workshops,
combined with networking, cultural

and social activities. It was a great

‘ o ARACAIC

opportunity to check what is new in

forensic odontology and be in touch
with professionals all over Brazil and
other countries that work in forensic
odontology and related fields. Some
highlights of the conference:
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e Workshops were presented in differen

t topics.

e Three books were

T ODONTOLOGIA

presented and MIDIAS SOCIAIS Z LEG AL
. EM ODONTOLOGIA

released durlng the PERITUS DOUTRINA E PRATICA PERICIAL

\RA E“?ﬁmm
. ODONTOLOGIA LEGAL
conference, by .. . EM QUADRINHOS

editors and authors.

o Really nice social
events were
organised to enjoy
beautiful Aracaju, a

city on the Brazilian

coast in the

e A very special moment occurred
with a tribute of Honorary Member
of the Brazilian Association of
Forensic Odontology conferred on
the IOFOS President.

Overall, it was an awesome conference, with great and

unforgettable moments to the Brazilian Forensic Odontology
community. Thanks to the Organising Committee, speakers,
attendees, and sponsorships. See all of you in the 17th Brazilian
Meeting of Forensic Odontology, in Campinas, in 2026!
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Bite Mark Workshop at the 33rd Portuguese Dental

Association conference in Lisbon

he 33rd Portuguese Dental
Association conference was held at
the FIL in Lisbon from the 21st to
23rd of November 2024Fig. 1) This
conference centre is situated on the very

, November 2024

The international invited guest speaker
representing forensic odontology was Prof.
Herman Bernitz from the University of
Pretoria in South Afric@Fig. 2) On the first

scenic banks of the Tagus River near to themorning of theconferencehe gave dhree-

Vasco da Gama Bridgehich is the longest

and-a-half-hour bite mark workshop which

bridge in Europe. The conference was held was well attended. Participants were taken

under the banner ofDI and was attended
by over 4000 delegates.

Apart from the extensive range of lectures,
the dental exhibition was something to
behold with more than 100 exhibitors. All
dental specialities were represented
including Forensic Odontology. Invited
speakers from all disciplines of dentistry
and oral hygiene from across the globe
shared their expertise with the many
enthusiastic dentists and students from the
Portuguese dental community.

Figure 1: Prof. Bernitzseen here with IOFOS
President, Prof. Cristianafeira, at the 33rd
Portuguese Dental Association conference

through the pracical and theoretical
aspects of bite mark collection and analysis.

The course included a or@n-one analysis

of the bite mark evidence, including both
macroscopic and microscopic 3D pattern fit
which can be achieved both digitally and
with the help of plaster model@=ig. 3) The
importance of weighting dental features
within a specific population was addressed
with relevant case studies. All aspects of
warping, shrinkage and distortion were
explained in the context of giving expert
witness in court cases related to bite marks.
The realities of cognitive bias and an
infinitely changing dentition highlighted the
fact that the human dentition was only
unique for a split second. Prof. Bernitz
expounded on the reality of bite mark
analysis often being corroborative evidence

Figure 2: Prof. Bernitz at thdite Mark
Workshop.
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